LENIN

Hebrews from slavery in Egypt seems almost trivial
compared with this man's leadership of a hundred and
fifty million people out of centuries' old superstition and
tyranny. Whether we like him or not, we must rec-
ognize him as a man of power.

His Nation and Times. Russia in the middle of the
nineteenth century was restive under great evils: the
absolute autocracy of the Czar, the tyranny of the
nobles who owned the land, and the superstitious prac-
tices of the Orthodox Church which, allied with the
Czar and nobles, kept the people in ignorance. The
peasants suffered these evils with little hope of redress.
Tolstoy had awakened the moral consciousness of many,
had championed the cause of the peasants and city
workers, and had preached salvation by a process of re-
pentance and self-purification much like that of Gandhi
in India of more recent times. He had set an example
for the nobles in his own renunciation of property and
special privilege. He had won the affection, of the poor
by working with them in the fields and establishing for
their children a number of schools employing original
principles of progressive education. But these steps,
while they had extended men's horizons, stirred imagi-
nations, and touched many hearts, had not removed
the evils. Privilege dies hard. Tyranny seldom lays
its own head on the block.

The landed proprietors, moved more by fear of
revolution than by Tolstoy's gospel of self-sacrificing
love, granted concessions grudgingly. News of labor
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